Office of Freeholder Director

Proclamation
February 18, 2009
WHEREAS, February 2009 is the 200th anniversary of birth of the sixteenth president of the United States, Abraham Lincoln; and
WHEREAS, the Ocean County Board of Chosen Freeholders wishes to honor the memory of our sixteenth president and call attention to his connection to the history of Ocean County; and
WHEREAS, Abraham Lincoln and Dr. William S. Newell (1817-1901) served together in the United States Congress from 1846-1848; and
WHEREAS, Lincoln and Newell “occupied adjoining seats…boarded and roomed together, becoming close friends;” and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Newell first practiced medicine in Stafford Township with his uncle, Dr. Gustavus Adolphus Hankinson in a building still standing; and
WHEREAS, Dr. Newell witnessed the tragic shipwreck of the Austrian vessel the Count Terasto in 1839 in the surf at Long Beach Island and therefore resolved to do something about the loss of life from shipwrecks off the New Jersey Coast, apparently testing his techniques on the lawn of his Manahawkin residence; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Newell introduced legislation to establish a plan “…whereby dangerous navigation along the coast of New Jersey between Sandy Hook and Little Egg Harbor may be furnished with additional safeguards to life and property…”; and
WHEREAS, Lincoln’s reaction to the resolution was “Newell, that is a good measure. I will help you. I am something of a life saver myself, for I invented a scow that righted itself on the Mississippi sandbars.” ; and

WHEREAS, on August 14, 1848, Newell and Lincoln were able to secure a $10,000 appropriation to set up the first federal lifesaving system along the coast of what is now Ocean County; and

WHEREAS, this legislation and the further efforts of Dr. William Newell are credited as the beginnings of the United States Lifesaving Service (1872-1915) and therefore the United States Coast Guard from 1915; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Newell would become New Jersey governor for three years from 1857-1860 under the 1844 New Jersey Constitution, appointed governor of the Washington Territory (1880), and many other elected and appointed positions including as an unsuccessful candidate in 1877 against former General George B. McClellan; and
WHEREAS, in 1861, Abraham Lincoln appointed Dr. Newell to be superintendent of the New Jersey Life Saving Service until Newell was reelected to congress in 1864; and 

WHEREAS, Mrs. Mary Todd Lincoln visited Long Branch in August of 1861 and while there witnessed the demonstration of the Beach Apparatus Drill under the supervision of Dr. Newell; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Newell remained a life long friend to Abraham Lincoln and his family, including the appointment as family physician to the Lincolns during the Civil War including a time when the Lincolns credit Dr. Newell with saving the life of their son Tad from a case of Typhoid Fever.
NOW, THEREFORE, I, JOHN C. BARTLETT, JR., DIRECTOR of the BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS of the COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, do hereby proclaim 2009 as the:
200th Birthday of Abraham Lincoln
and 
his Connection to Ocean County

and, on behalf of the Board, wish to thank the Reverend Lloyd R. Applegate for his book A Life of Service: William Augustus Newell published by the Ocean County Historical Society in 1994.

